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ABSTRACT

The Almohad era was one of the most prominent Islamic eras that
the land of Andalusia and the Islamic Arab Maghreb witnessed in the
western basin of the Mediterranean during the sixth and seventh
century AH / twelfth and thirteenth century AD. The Islamic
monotheist, and the Arab Islamic fleet witnessed a clear activity as it
was an extension of the supremacy that the Muslim Arabs had
achieved in the field of sea rides, starting from the Umayyad era, and
this was evidenced by the prosperity that accompanied the beginnings
of the Arab Islamic conquest of the countries of the Maghreb and
Andalusia since the Umayyad era by increasing the role of ship
industries , their types, and their shaps, thus achieving great gains,
such as opening some islands in the eastern and western basin of the
Mediterranean, such as Cyprus, Crete, Malta, Sicily, Cyrus, and
Sardinia And the Iberian Peninsula, known as Andalusia, and the
Maghreb, which was conquered by the Muslim Arabs in the early
Islamic period, constituted one of the most difficult difficulties that
faced the new Muslim Arabs, as it was a new land unknown to them,
and its vast distant lands required great efforts to complete its conquest
and stability on its lands, and the success of the Arab Muslims in the
Umayyad era was crowned by completing their control and
establishing the pillars of Arab-Islamic rule in the countries of the
Maghreb and Andalusia. There are different stages of the ebb and flow
that accompanied the Islamic Arab power, as it was like any state or
power that boasts, flourishes, withers and shrinks, and one notices that
the western side or the western basin of the Mediterranean was the
most politically and militarily interactive among its societies,
Especially that the fifth and sixth centuries AH / twelfth and thirteenth
century AD seemed full of challenges, political events and changes
that began to impose themselves on the countries of the region, such
as the emergence of maritime activity in the cities of the Italian
republics such as Genoa, Pisa and Venice in the eastern and western
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basins of the Mediterranean, and expanded to include its western side
also in a significant way, and the succession of the Almoravid and
Almohad states after a period of rule by the kings of the sects that
followed the dissolution of the Umayyad Caliphate rule in Andalusia
was one of the important factors in putting an end to the Christian
Spanish raids on Andalusia, especially since the country suffered a lot
from the manifestations of division and fragmentation in the era of the
kings of the sects, In fact, it is said that the establishment of these two
states helped greatly in consolidating the Arab and Islamic presence in
Andalusia, and protecting the rest of Andalusian possessions from the
rapid fall in the hands of the Christian Spanish kingdoms, which
increased the intensity of their attacks on the cities of Andalusia under
the pretext of the restoration wars driven by the support of the Pope of
Rome, and the Crusades Campaigns were still successive waves on
the countries of Arabism and Islam without interruption, such as the
Levantine and Egyptian coasts in which the Islamic Jihad and Unity
Movement arose against the Crusader presence, through the Mujahid
leader Imad Al-Din Zangi in uniting the Levant, the Jazira and Egypt
under one front, and following up the project of unity at the hands of
his son Nour Al-Din Zangi, and after them Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi,
who followed the path of the Zankites, and succeeded in completing
the project of unity. The first fruit of this unity was his victory over the
Crusaders in Hattin, as it is well known, but this did not stop the
Crusader tide on the coasts of the Levant, and the Crusaders' efforts
continued to try to preserve the gains they had acquired since their first
Crusade campaign against the Levant, and that was their first concern,
and the role which the Italian coastal cities played in the first Crusades,
is not forgotten, By providing equipment and fleets for the
transportation of soldiers in addition to the weapons necessary for
military operations, although the cities of the Italian republics
preferred to work in the field of trade throughout the Mediterranean,
and the Pope's decisions that stipulated preventing trade with Muslim
countries were banned, and they preferred to remain in The field of
trade, but this was not without the Crusader actions that were found in
these cities to achieve their interests and goals in an attempt in the sixth
and seventh centuries AH / twelfth and thirteenth century AD to
intensify their activity in the western basin of the Mediterranean more



as it was in the eastern basin, and it concluded agreements and treaties
with countries of The Islamic Maghreb, and enabled its links with its
rulers and sultans.

The Almohad era was one of the historical eras that witnessed clear
crusading activity in relation to the activity of the Spanish kingdoms,
such as the Kingdom of Castile, Lyon, Aragon and Catalonia, which
continued their Crusader activity in raiding the metropolis of Islam,
especially Andalusia, complementing the series of restoration wars
known by the Christian kingdoms and principalities, and the success
of the Unitarian in the unification of the countries of the Maghreb and
Andalusia under one front helped to some extent in strengthening the
Arab-Islamic resistance on the island of Andalusia, and also protected
its cities from the rapid fall in the hands of the Christians, and the
monotheistic state, being one of the Moroccan Berber tribes, was
stained with an Islamic barbarian tinge, and it was an attempt by the
barbarian tribes for leadership The countries of the Islamic Maghreb,
and if one looks at the political and economic conditions in the
Moroccan space of the Mediterranean countries in the sixth and
seventh centuries AH / twelfth and thirteenth century AD, including
the Almohad caliphate state, one would find that there are a series of
political, military and economic challenges in the western
Mediterranean basin that have imposed themselves , Such as the great
naval power of the cities of Italian republics such as Genoa, Pisa, and
Venice, Which began to take the vanguard of the naval powers in the
western basin of the Mediterranean since the sixth century AH / twelfth
century AD after the eastern basin of the Mediterranean was a fertile
ground for their trade policies, especially the cities of the Levantine
coast, in addition to the Christian kingdoms of Spain such as the
Kingdom of Castile, Lyon, Portugal, Catalonia, Barcelona, and the
fleet of The Norman Kingdom of Sicily and the Kingdom of Aragon,
which has a maritime power with distinguished relations with the
Balearic Islands, and the kings of Banu Ghaniya, who are among the
effects of the Almoravid state who remained loyal to the masked
Almoravids even after the demise of their state, therefor, there was a
strategy by the Almohads in attracting the kings of Banu Ghana at the
beginning of their rule since they were a sea power that cannot be
underestimated, and an impenetrable barrier to the countries of the
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Almohads in repelling the attacks of the fleets from the countries of
the Islamic Maghreb, and the Almohad state succeeded to a large
extent in imposing itself as an influential power in the western basin
of the Mediterranean from the side of land and sea, and this was only
achieved by the time of the powerful Caliphs Like Abd al-Mumin ibn
Ali down to al-Mansur al-Mowahid, Where the force of the Almohads
began to enter after the Battle of Punishment the tunnel of retreat,
deterioration and decline, leading to the complete collapse of the front
of Andalusia and Morocco, and this of course had dangerous effects
and transformations on the Islamic front, especially in Andalusia,
where the largest Arab and Islamic bases such as Cordoba and Seville
fell to the hands of the Spaniards, and the Islamic Arab presense
weakened in the Iberian Peninsula and a new phase of the states of the
sects reappeared again, and this was represented by the state of Bani
Hud in Zaragoza and Bani al-Ahmar in Granada, and the conflict ended
later in favor of Bani al-Ahmar in Granada, and the Arab-Islamic
presence in Andalusia was limited to the state of Bani al-Ahmar, who
was Nasrid in Granada and around it, while the state of the Almohads
in the Maghreb gradually disappeared in favor of the emergence of
three ruling families that formed the ruling states in Morocco as a
whole, which were the Hafsid dynasty in Tunisia, the kings of Beni
Zian in the central Maghreb, and the family of Beni Abd al-Haq from
the kings of Beni Marin in the Far Maghreb. These states, especially
the Hafsids and the Marinids will play prominent roles in political or
economic life between them on the one hand, and between the
Christian kingdoms on the other hand.
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DIPLOMI ARABI DELL ARCHIVIO FIORENTINO. 17

V.
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Nel nome di Dio clemente e misericordioso. Benedica lddio a Maometto ¢ alla
sua schiatta, ¢ loro dia piena pace.

Lode a Dio unico.

Lode a Dio altissimo, da non poterglisi contrapporre né congiungere altro
ente; santissimo, da non poterglisi accompagnar altri, né¢ metiere allato; a Lui,
la cui sapienza abbraccia tutto quel che si sprofonda nelle (viscere della) terra ¢
quel che salisce nell (alto del) cielo: e benedizione a Maometto, il suo apostolo

[20AY ale Guassall Al saalaal) calfie ) ALaY) Al das
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AMARI, MICHEL: | DIPLOMI, p17 -22.
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Nel nome di Dio Clemente e Misericordioso. Lode a Dio come gli si dee.

Al Principe dei Credenti, il cui governo Iddio favorisca e | esalti con la
vittoria. Riverenti a sua dignita e pronti a’'suoi servigii, Ubaldo Arcivescovo di
Pisa e Primate ® di Corsica e Sardegna, ¢ i Consoli, i Conti, gli Anziani® e |
ministri della pubblica autorith di essa citta © (fanno) tanti onorevoli saluti a Sua
Maesta @ ¢ (le avgurano! la clemenza e le benedizioni di Dio.

Dopo resa lode a Dio per la scienza ¢ fede (ch'Egli ha dato agli uomini),
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AMARI, MICHEL: | DIPLOMI, p7-9.
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Nel nome di Dio clemente ¢ misericordioso. Benedica Iddio a Maometto ¢ sua
schiatta, e dia loro piena pace.

Ai Consoli, Anziani e Notabili di Pisa, che Dio li favorisca in ogni buono
intento, Nsih-ibn-Abd-Allah (manda) salute.

Dopo. resa lode a Dio, ch’Ei sia esaltato, (dopo) pregatolo ch’ Ei benedica a
Maometto suo. apostolo eletto ed alla sua schiatta ¢ suoi onorandi e illustrissimi
compagni; (dopo chiesto) a Dio ch’egli abbia accetto I' Imam illibato, il Mehedi
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AMARI, MICHEL: | DIPLOMI, p36-37.
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IV.
1186, 15 novembre.

Traité de paix et de commerce conclu pour vingt-cing ans entre Abou-Yousouf-Yakoub, fils d’Abou-
Yakoub-Yousouf, calife almohade, et la république de Pise, pour le commerce des Pisans & Ceuta,
Oran, Bougie et Tunis, et sur les cotes d’Andalousie, excepté & Alméria.

Traduction de M. Amari sur 'original arabe, Diplomi Arabi, p. 17 1.

Nel nome di Dio clemente e misericordioso. Benedica Iddio a Maometto e alla sna
schiatta, e loro dia piena pace.

Lode a Dio unico.

Lode a Dio altissimo, da non poterglisi contrapporre né congiungere altro ente;
santissimo, da mon poterglisi accompagnar altri, né mettere allato; a lui, la cui
sapienza abbraccia tutto quel che si sprofonda nelle (viscere della) terra e quel che
salisce nell’ (alto del) cielo; ¢ benedizione a Maometto, il suo apostolo puro, nobilis-
simo ed eletto profeta, ultimo tra gli apostoli e’ profeti, inviato (a recar) la benefica
religione hanifita, la quale rischiara la caligine dell’ infedelth e spazza le tenebre;
quegli la cui missione finale e legge durevole ahohrd ogni altra religione e setta innanzi
il giorno del giudizio e innanzi la ricompensa promessa, da chi il ver promette, (cioe)
che I impero del stio popolo arrivi ad avviluppare gli Orienti e gli Occidenti, ¢ (tutti)
i lati et le bande (della terra).

E che (egli) gradisca I' Imam 1lllbato il Mehdi notissimo, che vivifico le vestigia
della religione, cancellate et dileguate, e la torno alla pristina evidenza e splendore;
colui che rischiard gli insegnamenti della legge dissipata dall” ignoranza, con quella
mano che seppellisce et nasconde.

(Gradisca) altresi il suo califo direttore e suo gradito apostolo, il nostro signore
I' Imam, principe dei Credenti, banditore delle splendide scienze divine, quegli che
condusse la eccelsa predicazione al massimo segno di pubblicita e d’ altezza, e la sol-
levo, pei gradi del compimento e le scale della perfezione, fino alla sommita estrema,

Pre?hmmo poi, che al signor nostro I' Imam e principe dei Credenti, figlio del signor
nostro il califo, principe dei Credenti, seguente con ogni sforzo le sante vestigia
d’ entrambi (i predewssou), perfettamente docile alla loro guida e indirizzato al tutto
sulla loro via, (conceda Iddio) numerose vittorie! gloria delle sue bandiere, possanza
de’ suoi fidi, confusione de’ nemici, continui conquisti e successi felici, che precorrano
alle speranze ¢ proseguano non interrotti, fincheé durino i tempi e si alternino le
bl'lglom.

1. Ecco I’ accordo che concede il principe dei Credenti, figlio del principe dei Cre-
denti, i quali Iddio secondi con la vittoria e li rinforzi del suo aiuto! ai consoli, anziani

' On n’a plus Pinstrument chrétien contemporain de ce traité. Nous avons ern devoir séparer en
paragraphes distinets et numérotés toute la partie dispositive de Iacte.
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De Mas latrie: traits, p28-30.
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