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The role of multi-slice computed tomography
scan in the diagnosis of gastric cancer.
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English Abstract:

Background: Mucinous gastric carcinoma (MGC) is a rare
histological subtype of gastric cancer. The clinicopathological
characteristics and CT features of MGC remain controversial.
Objectives: This study aimed to determine the clinicopathological
characteristics and CT features of MGC. Methods: We reviewed 62
patients with MGC and 104 patients with non—mucinous gastric
carcinoma (NMGC), pathologically confirmed between 1/4/2021 and
31/3/2022. Results: There are significant differences in some
clinicopathological characteristics and CT features between MGC and
NMGC. NMGC occurs preferentially in males and more frequently in
the lower third of the stomach. Patients with MGC were
characterized by larger tumor size, more advanced tumor stages (Il
and IIl) and fewer lymphatic invasions. Layered enhancement
(83.3%) was the main pattern of MGC, while the most common
pattern in NMGC was homogeneous enhancement (52.6%), followed
by heterogonous enhancement (34.6%). In addition, Seventy—two
cases were included with fifty—five being male and a median age of
67 years (range 33-91). CT correctly identified the location of the
tumor in 56 (53% antropyloric, 18% subcardial). Median time from
CT scan to surgery was fourteen days (range 2-49). In T detection:
T1/T2 and T3/T4 with sensitivity of 70% and 61%. Lymph node
involvement: Sensitivity 49%. Overstaged in 47% Understaged in
75%. Specificity of 53%. Nine patients with colon—-mesocolon (5
patients) and pancreas (4 patients) invasion. Sensitivity 44% and
specificity 96%. Conclusions: Multi-slice CT scan is not a useful
method to establish the preoperative staging of gastric cancer, but
can help differentiating between mucinous gastric adenocarcinoma

and non—mucinous gastric adenocarcinoma.
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