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Lavard to Granville, no. 10, Therapia 25.5.1880

Sir A. H. Layard to Earl Granville.—(Received June 1.)
gto. 542. Oonfidential.)
y Lord

rd, Therapia, May 25, 1880.
BEFORE leaving this Embassy, I think it my duty to call the serious attention of
Her Majesty’s Government to the intrigues which are being carried on from Constanti-
nople with Mahommedans in India. I have every reason to believe that they are
directed by the anti-English party in the Falace, and that the Sultan himself is not
ignorant of them, if he does not actually encourage and connive at them.

I have been frequently warned that Ghazi Osman Pasha is in secret communication
with leading Mussulmans in India. I have no actual proof that such is the ecase, but
from his well-known fanatacism and his undisguised opposition to the policy of England,
I think it very probable that it is. I have, on various occasions, brought to the notice of
Her Majesty’s Government the sw 'cion:nsrocoeding- of certain Indians in this city.
Bome of them have access to the P a) r to be treated with special favour by
the Saltan. His Majesty has been persuaded t, as Caliph of Islam, he has immense
influence over the Mussulmans of India, and he appears to bave been induced to establish
and subsidize the  Peik Islam,” the newspaper of which I sent your Lordship a copy in
my despatch No. 531 of the 21st instant, in order still further to extend it.

The danger which may arise from this state of things is that if, in co uence of
the course of events, is compelled to enter upon a policy hostile to rkey, or
which, in the Sultan’s opinion, may threaten his independence or his sovereign rights, or
may deprive him of further territory, he may have recourse to every means in his power
to cause us trouble and embarrassment.

With this object in view, he may endeavour to excite the Mussulmans of India
against British e, and to bring about another rebellion in that countiry., To effect
this he will make use of all tﬁe power and influence he possesses as head of the
Mahownmedan faith. Turkish agents will work upon Indian Mussulman pilgrims at
Meccea, who, on their return, will spread disaffection, and the Indians who are established
here will be used to'carry on secret communications with the Princes and Chiefs in
India. England will be represented as the enemy of Islam, and as aiming at the over-
throw of the Caliphate and the destruction of the Mahommedan religion.

1 cannot doubt that, in these intrigues, the Sultan and his advisers will receive every
encourngement and sy from Russia. There are very strong grounds for suspecti
that Ghazi Osman P been completely gained over to her interests. I have been
informed, from an apparently trustworthy source, that the new Russian Ambassador,
M. de Novikoff, has been instructed to maintain him in his present high and influential
position in the Palace, “ colite que cofite.” Russian ents will lose no opportunity of

rsuading His M y and his Ministers that England is the real enemy of the Turkish
Enpire, and that Russia alone is its friend. The more hopeful the prospect of a good
understanding between the Powers as to the policy to be adopted with regard to this
country, the more determined will be the attempt of Russia to increase the suspicions of
ﬂn&llhhn mt:thomoﬁmnnddd‘udnnghnd,mdtohﬁngm.qu-nd
between her .

What n-mmh-mﬁnl understanding between the Great Powers,
which may have the effect of improving the Administration of this Empire, of restoring
to it so of its former power, strength, and prosperity, and of frustrating her
ambitious designs with regard to it.

It may, in my opinion, be considered almost sbsolutely certain that she will secretly
do all inhcrmotlomtwdlmnndm.h&w
the contrary Majesty’s Government
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