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Abstract

This research addresses the concept of reprisals in international armed conflicts
from the perspective of international humanitarian law. It reviews the various
definitions of reprisals and identifies the substantive and procedural conditions
governing its application in the context of armed conflicts between states. It focuses on
the customary and treaty legal frameworks that regulate this behaviour. The study
discusses the legal rules established under the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and
the Additional Protocols of 1977, which aim at restricting the use of reprisals as a means
of enforcing international humanitarian law in international armed conflicts,
particularly concerning the protection of civilians, civilian objects, and cultural
property.

Additionally, this research highlights the role played by governmental
international organizations, such as the United Nations, and non-governmental
international organizations, particularly the International Committee of the Red Cross,
In monitoring and promoting the restrictions imposed on reprisals. It also emphasizes
the importance of the role of international courts in enhancing the respect of the rules
of international humanitarian law. These courts provide fairer and more impartial legal
tools for resolving international disputes and punishing violations of international legal
rules, which could prevent the use of reprisals as a pretext for responding to breaches
of international law.

Key words: Reprisals, International Humanitarian Law, International Armed

Conflicts, The four Geneva Conventions of 1949, The protection of civilians.
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