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Political Factionalism in Andalusia
From the Conquest to the End of Abdur-rahman Ad-dakhel's’ reign
92-172 A.H /711 -788 A.D.

The Moors did not come to Andalusia as invaders,or to collect spoils
and loots, and then to retrace their steps, as Goths thought. Since spoils
were not their primary goal of Jihad, according to Islam’s point of view,
but they were just incidental, material incentive. They came as
conquerors, to stay there, and spread Islam’s flag over West Europe.

Those pioneer Mujahidin (holy fighters) — heralds of Islam -brought
the new religion with them, spreading it beyond the borders of the
Arabian peninsula, where it settled in vast areas; in Asia, North Africa ,
and in the far west of Europe, where the people there, embraced it, and it
became the religion of the majority.Those soldiers, also, brought with
them, their factional affiliation in the form of feuds , and tribal
Retaliations, that rooted deeply in the Andalusian lands, and entered the
arena of the political struggle, playing a great role in spreading disorder
and confusion in the welayah (province) period, which lasted 42 years, to
be ended with the arrival of an Umayyad young man, who was known as
Abdur-rahman Ad-dakhel, at whose hands, reprisals and factionalisms
calmed down, disputes disappeared, and the Umayyad Andalusian state
was established.

The era of the Andalusian history , I studied, from the conquest to
the end of Abdur-rahman's period, was an era of war, fighting and
endless struggle , all of which were a threat to the Arab existence in the
remote welayah, a thing that led some of the western researchers to see
the tribal patriotism, or what we termed as political factionalism, as the
main factor of the events in that period of the Islamic history. They drew
an exaggerated picture of the historical, intense enmity between Qaysites
and Yemenites (two Arab tribes), as if the history of the Umayyad period
were only a conflict between Adnanites and Qahtanites.

The Qaysi - Yemenites conflict was renewed in Andalusia; The
conquerors did not only conflict about power, but also about spoils.
Disputes broke out because of the land division, and distribution of
ownership among the triumphant Arabs and Imazighen(berbers).

The tribes were busy, settling their disputes on the Andalusian lands.
Internal fitnas (riots) and turmoil spread, disorder prevailed all over the
country. This state of disintegration was reflected on the Arab conquests

1 Abdur-rahman was surnamed Ad-dakhel becaunse he is the first of his family who
entered Andalus
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in Galia , even Belat (palace) of Martyrs” battle (732 AD-114 AH) was
not safe from its consequences.

After the wave of conquests had calmed down, the Arabs and
Imazighen conquerors turned to wage a civil war, that broke out due to
land division and the spreading of 4mazighen revolt from north Africa,
to Andalusia. But the wali (governor) of Andalusia, Abdul Malek Ibn
Qattan, was able to suppress it with the help of the Cham soldiers led by
Balj 1bn Bishr Al- Qushiri. As soon as the conflict between the Arabs
and the Imazighen (Berbers) calmed down, another conflict between the
new Arabs (from Al Cham) and the old native Arabs erupted, which
ended with the defeat of the natives and the killing of the deposed wali,
Ibn Qattan, and the successor wali, Balj Ibn Bishr. To put an end to this
conflict, Abu- I-Khattar Al-Kalbi took power in Andalusia. He distributed
Cham soldiers to enlisted districts, and started his job with the
implementation of justice and equality. He was accepted by every one .
conditions calmed down, but for a while. Once Abu -I-Khattar has sided
with his peoples( yamanites tribe) against Qaysites tribe, led by As-samil
Ibn Hatem, a new conflict between the tribal factions, broke out, the
conflict which turned to political factionalism on the Andalusian lands,
due to interest and co-existence in one home land . Since the tribal
patriotism was not the main drive of those tribes; for many of them tried
to forget their factionalism for interest or material gains. Another tribes
were also considered to be neutral, not affiliating to either tribes,
Yemenite or Qaysite tribes. They thought that it was in their interest to
side with Yemenite or Qaysite tribe. Thus, there were no more factional
groups, of pure tribal affiliation, save political parties, each of which
became a mixture of Adnanites and Qahtanite tribes.

Regardless of their tribal affiliation, the Arab tribes sided with either
Abu-I-Kattar's party or As-Samil’s party , and factional fights broke out
between the two parties, those fights which ended with the killing of the
Wali, Abu-I-Khattar, and a large number of his party members in Secunda
battle (747 Ad-130 AH), and appointing Yusuf Al- Fehri as a wali of
Andalusia. This governor monopolized power, and favored his people,
Qaysites, a thing that angered Yemenits. Then Andalusia witnessed a state
of turmoil and disorder. That state of turmoil enabled Abdur-rahman Ibn
Muawiyah Ibn Hisham, who escaped from the Abbasid swords. His
ancestors’ state in Cham country collapsed (750 AD-132 AH), and he
fled to the far west of A/~Maghreb. From there, he crossed the strait
(Gibralter) to Andalusia, where he was supported by the Umayyad
Mualis, and welcomed by the yamanite faction which was indignant at
Qaysites people, who supported Yusuf Al-Fehri .Abdur-rahman, defeated
his opponents in the battle of Almasara (756AD-138AH), and entered
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Cordva triumphantly .He restored the Umayyad rule in Andalusia, and
made it an independent Emirate from the Abbasid East. But since the
Andalusian factions don’t know submissiveness; they all revolted against
Abdur-rahman,after a short period, but he suppressed them all, one after
the other. His opponents, the Qaysites , led by Al-Fehri and As- Samil
revolted against him, but he killed them both. And when the Yemenite
faction revolted against him, he killed its chiefs, one by one. He also
confronted the king of the Franks, Charlemagne ,and compelled him to
draw his army after failing to occupy Zaragoza .

Abdur-rahman has already confronted the Imazighen revolts, before.
Al Miknasi revolt, which lasted 8 years( 769 -777 AD) was the greatest
and most dangerous one, for it was a political and religious movement
aimed to establish Shiite state. Abdur-rahman crushed it when he killed
its leader,Shagqgia. But this whole struggle led neither to stability in the
country nor to Abdur-rahman s peace of mind. He spent all his life
waging continuous Jihad and permanent struggle against opponents, none
of whom he exempted, even his relatives and household.

Abdur-rahman relied on his kinship and Maulis (devoted supporters)
to run the state and monopolize power . He was the decision maker
whenever an important issue is concerned . He used to consider others as
followers not partners . All tribes had to obey his orders and submit to
his will. '

Abdur-rahman established, a sovereign ,independent and Umayyad
state. He built it on deep-rooted principles , with his own efforts. A state
in which all kinds of factional trends and tribal feuds, which were the
source of disorder ,corruption and internal fitnahs, disappeared. But he
was mistaken when he humiliated the Arab leaders and dispensed with
their efforts on which the pillars of his state were set up. He replaced

them with mercenaries of Slavs (slavonian nationality), and incoming

Africans. When these people were given the opportunity later on, they
didn't hesitate to attack the rule, putting an end to that reign , and
consequently the fall of the Umayyad state while it was at the peak of its
strength and glory.
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