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Abstract

The water of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in Mesopotamia was
one of the main pillars for the establishment and prosperity of states, and it
was a factor of strength for emerging political and economic forces, while
for the population was an element of abundance and giving at times, and an
element of weakness and destruction at other times, as floods at one time
and water scarcity was a prominent role in influencing The agricultural
activities of the population, in a country whose main pillar is water and the
fertile silt resulting from it, and here came the role of the Mesopotamian
religious thought, which made water a basic thing in the religious beliefs of
the population, and since man needed religion to explain the most
important things in his life, one of the manifestations of his holiness was
his use in most religious rituals, including crowning the king and washing
with water for the priests "holy water”, and it reached the level of It is of
high importance in Mesopotamian thought as it is the first cause of
creation, because from water the universe and man were created, and with
water a person is cured of his illness after he was sprinkled from the temple
water or is bathed with it or swimming in the sacred river water And he
reached a high degree of importance in Mesopotamian thought as the first
cause of creation, from water the universe was created and man was
created, and with water a person is cured of his illness after he sprinkles
from the temple water or is bathed with it or swimming in the holy river
water, also because of the water he gets reward or punishment through The
holy river test that was imposed on the accused without finding a way to
confirm or cancel the accusation, as it condemns or acquits the accused
person, as well as the person enjoys water after death, and after he goes
down to the underworld according to the religious beliefs of the population,
as portrayed by Mesopotamian myths, water according to religious beliefs
Mesopotamian water of death and water of life.

Key words: water, religion, anki, water ritual
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