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The Research Summa

First: Introduction

Education has become the basis for building, aedaths for developing,

the human being and. Literacy is considered ortheMmajor obstacles that
hinder the development of societies. Therefore,tmmosantries, including

the Syrian Arab Republic, sought to make propercation available for

adults and juniors by exerting fervent efforts aabpting the principle of
educational democracy and following the policy oh@inment of high

school graduates into higher education institutions

Educating illiterate adults attracted a lot of atien manifested by
establishing literacy classes, and providing teesch® teach in them. Due
to the need for qualified teachers to teach imditg classes, and due to the
difference between their role and that of teaclerguniors, there was a
need to start training programs that can improed gherformance and the
level of their qualification to work in their field'he training programs that
concentrate on the concept of teacher trainingcansidered modern and
effective trends. These programs depend on prayithe teacher with a
cluster of competencies and skills that they neegetform their roles in a
high level of adequacy.

Second: Defining the Resear ch Problem:

Despite the efforts exerted in the field of adwueation and literacy, the
literacy rate in the Arab Countries in generalluding the Syrian Arab
Republic, is high in comparison to their population
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The efforts exerted by the Syrian Arab Republiche field of literacy
obliteration are massive, yet there are some shoitgs especially in the
field of specialised teacher training. Most of therarry the general
certificate or a degree from an institute or a arsity degree in one of
various specialisations that have nothing to ddwhie field of education.
Some of them are qualified to teach at primary ethalespite the
differences between the characteristics of youaghkers and those of adult
learners and the differences in their teaching ouilogies and their
motivation.

This research is a serious attempt to participateaising the level of
gualification of teachers for adults in literacyucses organised by the
Ministry of Culture. It also answers the followihgo questions:

1. What are the basic competency required for adaithers in the
field of literacy obliteration?
2. How far is the suggested program (using the salzation method)
effective?
Third: Research Objectives:

This research aims at the following:

1. To define the basic competencies and skills relati®dthem
concerning adult teachers, which could raise ttpaadification levels
in order to achieve the objectives of adult litgrabliteration.

2. Defining the competency that adult teachers neddfarse that they
desire to learn.

3. Design a program according to self-learning progieamd training
adult teachers on its steps using modules in aaerovide them
with basic competency and raise their educatianall

4. Measuring the effectiveness of the program in mhonygy adult
teachers with the required competencies.

5. Getting acquainted with the attitudes of teacheswatds the
suggested program.

Fourth: The Importance of the Resear ch:
The importance of this research is manifested tiindbe following:

1. The need to prepare efficient teachers who can yéaious roles
assigned to them in all fields of teaching andhe field of adults
education and obliterating literacy in particular.
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2. The importance of the emergence of the idea of achral

competencies. This study defines the primary coemméés that
adult teachers should possess in order to perfasmole efficiently
in obliterating literacy in adults. The researctsoaldefines the
secondary skills derived from it.

The need for programs that follow the self-educatieethod through
which the teacher acquires abilities, knowledgellsskand trends
that make him/her an independent self-learner.

Fifth: The Research Limits:

1.

The competencies that adult teachers should hageder to be able
to perform their role in the field of obliteratingeracy of all sorts
(alphabet literacy, functional literacy, civilisamial literacy, and
information literacy) in addition to the professabneducational
competencies.

The suggested program for developing adult teachpetencies in
the field of literacy obliteration.

The research sample: adult teachers working forleast two

consecutive years in the courses organised by thist of Culture

in the Syrian Arab Republic and who have the ddsireontinue in

this field.

The time limits: the period was selected within @@tcording to the
circumstances that the research requires.

The place limits: Research was conducted in theeGwrates of
Damascus, Damascus Countryside, and Al-Qunaytera.

Sixth: Research Method:

The researcher used the semi-experimental appraaghthe descriptive
approach as follows:

The Descriptive Approach: A number of basic compeies the skills

derived from them were described and they wereirsethe form of

procedural objectives illustrating the behaviorttdamonstrates how far
the teachers have these competencies.

The general , professional, and educational compete which are
usually demonstrated in the following: planning tlesson and
performing it, motivating students, using educadiolibraries, class
management, raising questions, individualisation exfucation,
provoking thought, and correction.
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» Competencies related to literacy obliteration (almdtical,
functional, civilisational, and informational).

The Semi-experimental Approach: A strict progranswlasigned in order
to develop the competencies of adult teachers usiagmethod of self-
learning. The changes resulting from applying theeement and
measuring its effectiveness were subjected to whsen. The program
was also tried on a group of teachers who contirfoednore than two
years and who work in the courses organised bytinestry of Culture in
the year 2010. The averages of achievement ofxperienental group and
the control group, a group that will not be sulgecto the suggested
program were compared (in terms of knowledge ariltsko each other
using the proper statistical rules, according softllowing changes:

» The function changes: the achievement degreeseotetichers. The
skill performance of the teachers.
 The independent changes: gender, the suggestedaproghe
scientific degree, years of experience, experigmeags, educational
degree, the number of training courses that thehtgahas been
through in the field of training adult teaching.
Seventh: Research Instruments:

1. A list of basic and secondary competencies fortaealchers in the
field of literacy obliteration.
The required basic competencies will be distrib@sdollows:

» Educational skill (professional) required for anukhdeacher in a
classroom.

» The basic competencies related to alphabeticahbte

» The basic competencies related to functional ldgra

» The basic competencies related to civilisatioriardicy.

* The basic competencies related to informationditgr

2. A suggested program for developing the requiredpsiencies for
adult teachers in the field of literacy obliteratioising the self-
learning methods by designing the modules thaudeltheoretical
knowledge and practical skills and special teachmmethods for
adults with the objective of training adult teachein those
competencies.

3. An achievement test that measures educational \serhent that
adult teachers and sample population (the expetahgmnoup and
the sample group) have before and after applyiagptbgram.
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4. An observation card that measures the skill perémee of adult
teachers and sample population (the experimen@lipgand the
sample group) have before and after applying tbgram.

5. A questionnaire of the trends of teachers towalds fuggested
program.

Eighth: The Research Procedures:

1. Designing the list of basic competencies of ackdchers in the field
of literacy obliteration.
A number of basic competencies were defined foitadeachers including

the educational (professional) skills and compeaencelated to various
forms of literacy (alphabetical, functional, cigditional, information)
through the following steps:

1- Defining a primary list of competencies deriviedm the previous
studies, from analysing the work of adult teach&mn the books written
about the competencies of adult teachers, fromyamg books and
educational books in literacy obliteration classe®] from the opinion of
specialists and experts in this field.

2— These competencies were set in the form of atigumaire that consists
of five types of competencies:

* Educational (professional) competencies requiredathult teachers
in the classroom.

* The basic competencies related to alphabeticahbie
* The basic competencies related to functional ldgra
» The basic competencies related to civilisatioriardicy.
* The basic competencies related to informationditgr
The qualification list was divided into two questimaires: The first

indicates the importance of the skill for and adedcher and the second
indicates the teacher competence in this skill.

3— Controlling the questionnaire and checking &bdity.

4— Applying the questionnaire to the intended sangbladult teachers (32
teachers) adult teachers working for at least taasecutive years in the
courses organised by the Ministry of Culture in 8yian Arab Republic
and who have the desire to continue in this field.

5— Some skills, that teachers found important oy waportant while their
competence in them was medium or weak, were sel@tterder to design

\Y,
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a training program that develops these competerandsskills related to
them among teachers.

Designing the Training Program:
In order to design the program the researchenf@tbthese steps:

1. A training program was designed based on the stepby Nasser
(1993) and Al-Said (2008) depending on the presdts sthat
teachers proved to need training in.

2. Designing the program instruments: Such as an aefment test, an
observation card, and a card for the teachergudditowards the
suggested program.

3. The program was tried on the intended sample athdthers
working for at least two consecutive years in tbearses organised
by the Ministry of Culture in the Syrian Arab Refialand who have
the desire to continue in this field in the Goveates (Damascus,
Damascus Countryside, and Al-Qunaytera). The samatedivided
into two equal parts (control and experimental).

4. The results were observed and analysed to defiaediffierences
between the two (control and experimental) groups.

5. Getting acquainted with trends of teachers in ttgegmental group
towards the suggested program

Ninth: The Research Results:
The research had the following results:

1. A list of the basic skills required for adult teach was constituted.
They were distributed into five types of competesci(educational
(professional) competencies — competencies relatemphabetical
literacy — competencies related to functional ditsr— competencies
related to civilisational literacy — competencieglated to
information literacy). The list included 23 basiongpetencies and
149 secondary skills.

2. A group of competencies and skills belonging tartheas set. Adult
teachers assured the importance of these compeseaied skills for
them and their weakness in these competencieskaiedly setting
the relative weight of each skill, ordering themwtevards, and
setting the most important skills and the ones that teachers,
subject to the research, have least competence in.

VI
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3. A program was set for developing the basic commatsnof adult
teachers in the field of literacy obliteration degmg on self-
learning and consisting of five modules:

* Developing educational (professional) competencieguired for
adult teachers in the classroom.

» Developing the basic competencies related to aktic literacy.

* Developing the basic competencies related to fanatiliteracy.

» Developing the basic competencies related to satiional literacy.

» Developing the basic competencies related to indbion literacy.

4. The training program proved its effectiveness inaligping the basic
competencies of the adult teacher related to cagreiut their job
duties in the Syrian Arab Republic i.e. in theeldi in the classroom
and in the field of obliterating alphabetical anohdtional literacy.
The following results appeared:

 There was no statistically significant difference the indication
level (0.05) between the primary mean achievemevel$ of adult
teachers (males and females) who were trained @ogprto the
suggested program to develop their competenciethanfield of
literacy obliteration and the primary mean achiegetmlevel of
adult teachers who were trained according to tlygested program
on the level of the whole sample.

» There was a statistically significant differencelad indication level
(0.05) between the post mean achievement levellolt teachers
(males and females) who were trained accordinghéosiuggested
program to develop their competencies in the fiefd literacy
obliteration and the post mean achievement levedchfit teachers
who were trained according to the suggested progmathe level of
the whole sample.

 There was no statistically significant difference the indication
level (0.05) between the primary skill performarieeels of adult
teachers (males and females) who were trained @diogoito the
suggested program to develop their competenciethenfield of
literacy obliteration and the primary mean achiegetievel of adult
teachers who were trained according to the sugd@steggram on the
level of the whole sample.

» There was a statistically significant differencelsd indication level
(0.05) between the post mean skill performance ldewé adult
teachers (males and females) who were trained @ogprto the
suggested program to develop their competenciethenfield of
literacy obliteration and the post mean achieventew¢l of adult

VII
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teachers who were trained according to the sugd@steggram on the
level of the whole sample.

* There was a statistically significant differencelsd indication level
(0.05) between the primary mean test results olt &glachers (males
and females) who were trained according to the esigg program
to develop their competencies using the methocelbfisarning and
their post mean test results on the level of theleseample.

» There was a statistically significant differencelad indication level
(0.05) between the primary mean skill performanicadult teachers
(males and females) who were trained accordinghéostuggested
program to develop their competencies using thehoakef self-
learning and their post mean skill performance lom level of the
whole sample.

 There was no statistically significant difference the indication
level (0.05) between the post mean performanceloit &eachers (in
terms of knowledge and skills) between the post medill
performance of adult teachers using the method etfflesarning
according to the scientific degree variable.

 There was no statistically significant difference the indication
level (0.05) between the post mean performanceloif &eachers (in
terms of knowledge and skills) between the post ekl
performance of adult teachers using the method etfflesarning
according to the educational degree variable.

« There was no statistically significant difference the indication
level (0.05) between the post mean performanceloift &eachers (in
terms of knowledge and skills) between the post ekl
performance of adult teachers using the method etfflesarning
according to the experience years variable.

5. The teachers in the experimental sample group @ddbe quality of
the program at high rates in terms of objectivesntent, unit
presentation order, execution method, and evaluatieans. There
were no new subjects or suggestions for improvemand
development.

Tenth: Recommendations of the Resear ch ant its suggestion:

Given the theoretical frame work and the resultstto$ research, the
following is recommended:

1. To use the suggested program in this researchaining adult
teachers in the courses organised by the Ministr@€uwture in the
Syrian Arab Republic.

VI
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7.

8.

9.

To use qualification-based programs in teachenitrgi because of
their high effectiveness in the field of traininguda professional
development.

Paying attention to preparing adult teachers infigle of literacy
obliteration before their service and developingirttpreparedness
during their service, depending of the new tremdpreparation and
training.

Preparing teachers and directing them to beneafihfwhat learners
have of previous experience that they have acquirech their
natural environment and the social surroundingsrder to motivate
them to learn and acquire the reading and calomaskills and
possess different life skills.

Opening departments in the faculties of educatiohiclv are
specialised in the field of adults education anpeeglly literacy
obliteration.

Organising courses for training teachers to aichiea in developing
a career or a acquiring a new career.

Organising courses for training teachers in thkl foé civilisational
development and dealing with others and develojiagkills.
Organising courses for training teachers in thkel fof working with
computers and the recent developments in technology
Focussing of training programs for training neefdeachers.

10.Providing instruments and educational equipment hiegp teachers

perform their role in adults education in a bettay.

11.Conducting several researches in the field of adettucation and

teacher preparation in particular. The followingits are suggested:
conducting various researches to train teachetiseirvarious fields
of adults education (continuous training, profesalodevelopment,
literacy obliteration ..)

Conducting new researches aiming at designing rotrening
programs that develop the performance skills oftadachers.
Conducting comparative studies between the effecéss of this
program and other training strategies.

Conducting studies about the difficulties faced dgult teachers
during their work in this field and suggesting stép deal with these
difficulties.

Conducting a study including laying a plan for opgndepartments
in the faculties of education to prepare adult heas in the Syrian
Arab Republic.

Conducting studies about the best teaching mettmdsach adult
learners
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Conducting studies about the roles of medias in Sggan Arab
Republic, to raising adult's awareness, and payntilfer more
development.

Conducting studies to know the reasons for thectahce of adults
learner to join the literacy classes in the SyAaab Republic.
Conducting studies to determine the educationalseé students in
the Syrian Arab Republic.

Designing computer programs using new technolagi¢sach adult
learners.

Continuous assessment procedure, of books that adfeadult
learner.

Conducting studies about the roles of NGOs andl lcemmunity in
adult education programs in the Syrian Arab Republi



