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The rapid urbanization and industrialization of wes- The rapid urbanization and industrialization of western
tern Europe and the United States in the late Furope and the United States in the late nineteenth
ningteenth century — the development of a literate centiny —1he development of a litevate urban mass

urban mass market — pulted typography out of market—pulled typography aut of the ehite world of the
the elite world of tha book, and into the public eye, book, and inte the public eye. The sararation of our visual
The saturation of our visual culture with type, enliure with wpe, something we now take for granted.
something we now take for granted, was a product wis a product of this time, Handbills, posters, advertise-
of this time. Handbills, posters, advertisements, ments, husiness cards, lenterheads, printed packaging -
business cards, letterheads, printed packaging — churned out in huge quantities by o mushrooming class of
churned out in huge quantities by a mushrooming rommereial ‘jobhing” presses— papered the new indus-
class of commercial ‘jobbing’ presses — papered irial Tandseape witly pype. Anddin this Fase paced and

the new industrial tandscape with type. And in crowtled environment, typography voraciously assimilated
this fast-paced, crowded environment, typography and innovated, producing extruded, textured, orna-
voraciously assimilated and innovated, produ- mented letter Torms and compositions exploding with
cing extruded, textured, ornamented letter forms flonrishes, claborae color treatements, and ornate

and compositions exploding with flourishes, elaborate horders. One way to make sense of this exuherance is 1o
color treatements, and ornate borders, One way to view It in the rontext of Victorian society's uneasy rela-
make sense of this exuberance is to view itin the tionship 1o technology. On the one hand, Victorian
context of Victorian society’s uneasy relationship to typography exalted in mechanical innovation, becoming
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Regular — Bold

In typography, kerning is the process of
adjusting the spacing between characters in a
proportional font, usually to achieve a visually
pleasing result. Kerning adjusts the space
between individual letter forms, while tracking

(letter-spacing) adjusts spacing uniformly over a
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