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Abstract in English

The Role of Secondary School in Achieving the
Requirements of Cultural Security

Introduction:

Arab culture is the basis of the Arab nation and its unity and spread. However,
this culture has been challenged by globalization and the tremendous
development in media and communication. The Syrian society is one of the Arab
societies that are facing the challenges of cultural globalization that require work
to meet these challenges; hence, the concept of ‘cultural security’ has emerged
and increased in use in light of what is exposed to the Arab culture.

In light of the current circumstances and challenges, the role of the school
appears and especially the secondary school. It receives the students, as they pass
through adolescence, shape their behavior and assume great responsibilities in
fortifying their thought and protecting them from deviant ideas and preparing
them to be active participants in the development process, which is concerned
with achieving the requirements of cultural security. This is through the
methods, activities and curricula that convey the heritage, as well as the role of
the teacher, who is responsible for building the personality of the student, where
dealing with the student in adolescence, which ripples storms and psychological
tensions.

So, on the basis of the importance of achieving cultural security which is
reflected in the preservation of the cultural identity of the society, which is a set
of values, standards, principles and beliefs, this study seeks to know the
importance of cultural security and defines the role of secondary school in
achieving its requirements among its students.

Study Problem:
The problem of the study is to try to answer the main question:

What is the role of high school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security of its students in Swaida?

Study Importance :
The importance of the study stems from the following points:

1 - The importance of achieving cultural security among high school students in
the light of the Syrian cultural, intellectual and great challenges that have
threatened the society and its identity, principles, habits and values.
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2. The results of the study may be useful for:

A- Teachers: through the characterization of the methods and means that assist
them, in achieving the requirements of cultural security.

B - Curriculum planners and extracurricular activities: You may provide them
with suggestions for developing curricula and organizing activities that meet the
requirements of cultural security.

3 - The study will try to provide some ways to activate the role of secondary
school in achieving the requirements of cultural security.

4 - This study may contribute to stimulate researchers to conduct similar studies
to fill the shortage in this area.

Study Objectives:
This study aims to:

1 — Define the concept of cultural security, its importance and its basic
components and factors of threat in the Syrian society.

2 - ldentify the most important political, economic, social, moral, media and
educational requirements to achieve cultural security among high school
students.

3 — Define the role of secondary school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security of its students.

4. Submit proposals based on the results of the study and related to activating the
role of secondary school in achieving the requirements of cultural security.

Study Questions:

1 - What is the role of high school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security from the point of view of teachers and students of public secondary
schools in Swaida?

This main question is divided into the following questions:

» What is the role of the teacher in achieving the requirements of cultural security
from the point of view of teachers and students of public secondary schools in
Swaida?

» What is the role of courses in achieving the requirements of cultural security
from the point of view of teachers and students of public secondary schools in
Swaida?
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* What is the role of extracurricular activities in achieving the requirements of
cultural security from the point of view of teachers and students of public
secondary schools in Swaida?

2 - What are the most important requirements of cultural, political, economic,
social, moral, media and educational security, achieved by the secondary school
from the point of view of teachers and students in public schools in Swaida?

3 - Are there any statistically significant differences between the average scores
of the sample of the study (students of public secondary schools in Swaida) for
the role of the secondary school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security due to the variables (gender - grade — specialization - accommodation
area)?

4- Are there any statistically significant differences between the average scores
of the sample of the study (teachers and secondary school teachers in the public
schools in Swaida) for the role of secondary school in achieving the
requirements of cultural security due to the variables (gender - educational
qualification —years of experience - accommodation area)?

Study hypotheses:

The study aims to test the following hypotheses:
Hypotheses of students

1-There were no statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(0.05) between the mean scores of students on the research tool according to the
gender variable (male — female).

2 - There are no statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(0.05) between the mean scores of students on the search tool according to the
grade variable.

3 - There are no significant differences at the level of significance (0.05)
between the average scores of students on the search tool according to the
specialization variable.

4 - There are no significant differences at the level of significance (0.05)
between the average scores of students on the search tool according to
accommodation area variable .

Hypotheses of teachers:
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1-There were no statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(0.05) between the mean of the teachers on the research tool according to the
gender variable.

2 - There are no significant differences at the level of significance (0.05),
between the average grades of teachers on the search tool according to the
educational qualification variable.

3 - There are no significant differences at the level of significance (0.05),
between the averages of teachers on the search tool according to variable of
years of experience.

4 - There are no significant differences at the level of significance (0.05),
between the averages of teachers on the search tool according to accommodation
area variable.

Study Method:

In order to answer the study questions and test hypotheses, two questionnaires
were created; one for secondary school teachers, and the other for secondary
school students in Swaida. The purpose of this course is to define the role of
secondary school in achieving the requirements of cultural security into three
dimensions: (role of teacher - role of courses - the role of extracurricular
activities).

Study sample: The total number of respondents was (136) teachers and (435)
male and female student. Sixteen secondary schools were selected by 35.5% of
secondary schools in a random sample method, and a randomized stratified
sample of each school was selected with 25.08% for teachers and 4.63% for
students.

RESULTS:
A. Results related to student questionnaire:

1. Results related to the study questions:

1-1- What is the role of high school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security from the point of view of students in secondary schools in Swaida?

To answer this question, the arithmetical averages and the standard deviations of
the responses of the sample were calculated on the questionnaire in general and
in each of its three dimensions. The results were as follows:

- The total score of the secondary school's role in achieving the requirements of
cultural security at the intermediate level was 397.58 and the relative weight was
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65.71%. In terms of the roles of the teacher, the curriculums and the
extracurricular activities, the results were as following:

-The role of the teacher was ranked first. The percentage of students' responses in
this area was 68.78%, with a great appreciation for the role. The role of
curriculums was ranked second with a percentage of 67.17%. Finally, the role of
extra-curricular activities came in third place with a percentage of 62.15% , with
an average grade of the role.

1-2 - What are the most important requirements of political, economic,
social, moral, media and educational cultural security, achieved by the
secondary school from the point of view of secondary school students in the
public schools in the province of Swaida?

To answer the second question, the arithmetical averages, standard deviations,
and the rank were calculated for each item in the student’s questionnaire and in
each point. The results were as follows:

The role of the teacher: The results showed that the requirements that received
the highest approval in this axis were the following in descending order:

The most important political requirements of the teacher is ‘tells you about your
most important political duties’. The most important economic requirements is
‘encourages you to invest your time in the useful work’. The most important
social requirements is ‘urges you to take responsibility’. In the field of ethical
requirements the point: "urges you to respect older people” had the highest
degree of approval, while the most important media requirements is ‘acquires
you the skills of searching for and collecting information’. Finally, the results
showed that the most important educational requirements ‘provides you the
ability of scientific thinking’.

The results showed that the requirements that received the highest approval in
this axis were the following in descending order:

The role of courses: The most important political requirements of the
curriculum: ‘Courses develop love for your country’. The most important
economic requirements: ‘guide you to preserve the country's economic wealth’.
The most important social requirements: ‘contribute to your definition of values,
concepts and social principles. Regarding the ethical requirements, the item
"contains lessons that speak of many ethical values (honesty, humility, patience,
modesty, justice ...)" had the highest degree of approval. While the most
important media requirements: ‘contribute to your teaching how to use the
media’. Finally, the results showed that the most important educational
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requirements: ‘Develop your language skills in speaking, listening, writing and
reading’.

The role of extracurricular activities: The role of extracurricular activities: The
results showed that the requirements that received the highest approval in this
axis were the following in descending order:

The most important political requirements of extracurricular activities: “You
know the most important principles of human rights’. The most important
economic requirements: “You are urged to preserve national wealth’. The most
important social requirements: ‘training you to self-reliance’. Regading the
ethical requirements the item ‘Honesty in dealing with the members of society’
had the highest degree of approval, while the most important media
requirements: ‘to warn you of misconceptions and distorted ideas promoted by
some media’. Finally, the results showed that the most important educational
requirements: ‘developed through the activities of some language skills in
expression, speaking, reading and writing’.

2-Results of study hypotheses

-There were statistically significant differences at level (0.05) between the mean
scores of the responses of the secondary school students in relation to the role of
their school in achieving the requirements of cultural security. According to the
gender variable (male - female), for the benefit of female, and to the
specialization variable (scientific-literary) for the benefit of students of the
literary specialization.

- There were no statistically significant differences at level (0.05) between the
average scores of the responses of the secondary school students in relation to
the role of their school in achieving the requirements of cultural security
according to the variable of the grade (first secondary - second secondary - third
secondary), and also to the area variable (city-village).

Results related to teachers' questionnaire:
1-Results related to the study questions:

1-1- What is the role of high school in achieving the requirements of cultural
security from the point of view of teachers of secondary schools Swaida?

In order to answer this question, the arithmetical averages, standard deviations
and percentages of the responses of the sample were calculated on the
questionnaire in general and in each of its three axes. The results were as
follows:

\
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The total score of the secondary school's role in achieving the requirements of
cultural security at the intermediate level, the mean of teachers’ questionnaire
was 424.94 with a relative weight 67.99%. As for the roles of the teacher,
courses, and the extracurricular activities, it was inferred that:

-The role of the teacher was ranked first. The percentage of teachers" responses
in this area was 74.69%, with a great appreciation for the role. The role of
courses was ranked second with a percentage of 65.69%, Finally, the role of
extra-curricular activities came in third place with a percentage of 62.66% with
an average grade of the role.

2 - What are the most important requirements of cultural, political,
economic, social, moral, media and educational security, achieved by the
secondary school from the point of view of secondary school teachers in
public schools in Swaida?

In order to answer the second question, the arithmetical averages, standard
deviations, and rank were calculated for each item of the student questionnaire in
each axis. The results were as follows:

The role of the teacher: The results showed that the requirements that received
the highest approval in this axis were the following descending order:

The most important political requirements: ‘you treat students on the basis of
justice and equality’. The most important economic requirements: ‘You
encourage students to preserve public property and national wealth’. The most
important social requirements: “You stimulate students to uphold the values of
the community and its principles’. Regarding the ethical requirements, the item
‘Enhances good moral behavior among students’ had the highest degree of
approval, while the most important media requirements: “You develop critical
constructive thinking skills’. Finally, the results showed that the most important
educational requirements: ‘you inculcate the love of Arabic language and pride
in the students’.

The role of courses: The results showed that the requirements that received the
highest approval in this axis were the following descending order:

The most important political requirements achieved by the curriculum:

Teaching students to love and prepare to defend their homeland’. The most
important economic requirements: ‘urging students to respect the different
professions’. The most important social requirements: ‘contain topics dealing
with some social problems’, Regarding the ethical requirements, the item entitled
‘curriculum topics speak of moral virtues’ had the highest degree of approval,
while the most important media requirements: ‘Curriculum Applications learn

Vi
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Students the skills of searching, collecting, classifying, analyzing, and judging
information’. Finally, the results showed that the most important educational
requirements: ‘The curriculum teaches students at least one foreign language.’

The role of extracurricular activities: The results showed that the requirements
that received the highest approval in this axis were the following in descending
order:

The most important political requirements of extracurricular activities:
‘instilling love of the homeland’. The most important economic requirements:
‘Urges you, especially the school radio to preserve the public property and
national wealth’. The most important social requirements: ‘Providing the
opportunity for students to participate socially and serve the community’.
Regarding the ethical requirements, the item entitled ‘Students gain the virtuous
moral values (honesty, patience, humility, mercy)’ had the highest level of
approval, while the most important media requirements: ‘develop students'
awareness of the importance of modern communication technology and how to
benefit it’. The results showed that the most important educational requirements:
‘Expand the scientific and intellectual horizons of students’.

2 - Results of the hypotheses of the study:

- There were no statistically significant differences at the level (0.05) between
the mean scores of the responses of the sample members of the general
secondary school teachers in relation to the role of their school in achieving the
requirements of cultural security according to the variables (gender - years of
experience).

- There were no statistically significant differences at the level (0.05) between
the mean scores of the responses of the sample members of the general
secondary school teachers in relation to the role of their school in achieving the
requirements of cultural security according to the educational qualification
variable, for the benefit of the educational qualification diploma campaign.

- There were statistically significant differences at the level of (0.05) between the
mean scores of the responses of the sample members of the general secondary
school teachers in relation to the role of their school in achieving the
requirements of cultural security according to the accommodation area variable,
for the benefit of teachers from city. While there were no statistically significant
differences in the role axis of the courses.
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